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Abstract 
This paper investigates the public perception of government poverty reduction policies and participation in 

community development programmes in Yakurr Local Government Area of Cross River State, Nigeria. Using a 

mixed-methods approach, including surveys and focus group discussions, the study provides empirical insights 

into how these policies are perceived and the extent of community involvement. Findings reveal a complex 

relationship between government efforts and public response, highlighting both support and significant concerns 

regarding policy implementation, transparency, and effectiveness. Additionally, participation in community 

development programmes is influenced by factors such as awareness of the programme (55%), perceived 

effectiveness (40%), and trust in government (30%). The article concludes with recommendations for improving 

policy design and community engagement to enhance the efficacy of poverty reduction efforts in Yakurr Local 

Government Area. 
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Introduction 

Poverty remains a significant issue in many parts of Nigeria, including Yakurr Local 

Government Area. The Nigerian government has implemented various poverty reduction 

policies aimed at addressing this challenge, including social welfare programs, economic 

incentives, and community development initiatives (Ofem et al., 2021). These policies are 

designed to improve the socio-economic conditions of the populace and reduce poverty levels. 

However, the success of these interventions largely depends on public perception and active 

participation by the community. Understanding public perception is crucial as it influences the 

acceptance and effectiveness of government policies. Positive perceptions can lead to higher 

levels of engagement and cooperation, while negative perceptions may hinder policy success 

and reduce public trust in government initiatives. Additionally, community participation in 

development programs is essential for sustainable development. It ensures that local needs are 

met and fosters a sense of ownership among community members. 

Despite the importance of these factors, there is limited empirical research on how these 

policies are perceived and the extent of community participation in Yakurr Local Government 

Area of Cross River State, Nigeria. This study aims to fill this gap by exploring the public's 

perception of government poverty reduction policies and their participation in community 

development programmes within this region. Using a mixed-methods approach, the research 

collects quantitative data through surveys and qualitative insights from focus group 

discussions. The study seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the factors 

influencing public perception and participation, such as awareness of programs, perceived 

effectiveness, and trust in government. The findings will offer valuable insights for 

policymakers to enhance the design and implementation of poverty reduction strategies and 

community development initiatives in Yakurr Local Government Area. 

Statement of problem 

Poverty remains a pervasive issue in Yakurr Local Government Area, Cross River 

State, Nigeria, despite numerous government interventions aimed at reducing it. The 

government has introduced various poverty reduction policies and community development 

programmes designed to improve the socio-economic conditions of the populace (Okoi et al., 

2022) However, the effectiveness of these interventions is often hampered by several factors, 
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including inadequate implementation, lack of transparency, and insufficient community 

participation. A significant problem lies in the disconnect between policy design and the actual 

needs and perceptions of the community. Many residents of Yakurr are either unaware of these 

policies or skeptical about their potential benefits due to past experiences with ineffective or 

poorly implemented programme. This skepticism is often rooted in a lack of trust in 

government institutions, which further diminishes the willingness of community members to 

participate in development initiatives. Moreover, the low level of community participation in 

these programme poses a serious challenge to their success and sustainability. Effective poverty 

reduction and community development require active engagement from local residents to 

ensure that initiatives are relevant, well-supported, and sustainable. Without this engagement, 

programme risk being perceived as top-down impositions that fail to address the unique 

circumstances and needs of the community. Empirical studies on the perception of government 

policies and community participation in Yakurr Local Government Area, Cross River State are 

scarce. This gap in research limits the ability of policymakers to design and implement more 

effective strategies that resonate with the community’s expectations and needs. 

Conceptual review 

Previous studies on poverty reduction in Nigeria reveal diverse perceptions of 

government policies. While some interventions have been successful, others face criticism due 

to inefficacy and bureaucratic challenges. Community participation has been identified as a 

key factor in the success of development programme, with theories of social capital and 

collective action emphasizing the importance of trust and cooperation among community 

members and between citizens and government entities. 

Government poverty reduction policies 

Government poverty reduction policies encompass a range of strategies and 

interventions aimed at improving the economic well-being of citizens and reducing the 

incidence of poverty. These policies often include direct financial assistance, job creation 

programme, educational initiatives, health services, and infrastructure development. In Nigeria, 

such policies have been implemented at both national and local levels to address the 

multifaceted nature of poverty which include: 

 Economic Empowerment Programme: Initiatives aimed at boosting employment 

through skills training, microcredit schemes, and support for small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs). 

 Social Welfare Programme: Direct financial support such as cash transfers to 

vulnerable populations, including the elderly, children, and the disabled. 

 Educational Initiatives: Programme focused on increasing access to quality education, 

providing scholarships, and improving school infrastructure. 

 Healthcare Services: Efforts to enhance access to healthcare through free medical 

services, health insurance schemes, and improved healthcare facilities. 

 Infrastructure Development: Investments in roads, electricity, water supply, and 

housing to improve living conditions and stimulate economic activities. 

Community Development Programme 

Community development programme are initiatives aimed at improving the social, 

economic, and environmental conditions of a community through collective action and 

involvement. These programme emphasize local participation, empowerment, and sustainable 

development practices. They typically involve the following components: 



Ofem and Ubi  Evaluating public perception of government poverty reduction 
initiatives 

Multi-Disciplinary Journal of Research and Development Perspectives  -156-   Volume 12, Number 1, June 2024 

 Local Participation: Engaging community members in the planning, decision-making, 

and implementation processes to ensure that development projects meet local needs and 

priorities. 

 Capacity Building: Providing training and resources to enhance the skills and 

capabilities of community members and local organizations. 

 Sustainable Practices: Ensuring that development projects are environmentally 

sustainable and economically viable in the long term. 

 Collaborative Efforts: Forming partnerships with governmental bodies, non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and private sector entities to leverage additional 

resources and expertise. 

Public perception and participation 

Public perception and participation are critical factors influencing the success of both 

poverty reduction policies and community development programme. Perception refers to the 

way community members view these initiatives, which can be influenced by factors such as 

past experiences, transparency, and communication from the government. Participation refers 

to the active involvement of community members in these initiatives, which is essential for 

ensuring that they are relevant and effective. Key factors influencing public perception and 

participation include: 

 Awareness: The extent to which community members are informed about government 

policies and development programme. 

 Trust in Government: The level of confidence that community members have in the 

government’s ability to effectively implement and manage these initiatives. 

 Perceived Effectiveness: The belief that these policies and programmes will lead to 

tangible improvements in living conditions and economic opportunities. 

 Social Capital: The networks of relationships, trust, and cooperation within the 

community that facilitate collective action and participation. 

Theoretical framework  

Social Capital Theory 
Social capital theory emphasizes the value of social networks, relationships, and trust 

within a community. It posits that social capital, which consists of the networks of relationships 

among people who live and work in a particular society, enables that society to function 

effectively. The theory underscores the idea that social interactions and bonds among 

individuals can lead to mutual benefits and collective action, which are crucial for the 

development and success of various community initiatives which includes: 

 Networks: Social networks are the core component of social capital. These networks 

can be formal, such as membership in organizations, or informal, like friendships and 

family connections. These relationships provide individuals with access to resources, 

support, and information. 

 Trust: Trust is fundamental to the concept of social capital. It facilitates cooperation 

and reduces the need for formal agreements and regulations. High levels of trust within 

a community can lead to more effective collaboration and problem-solving. 
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 Reciprocity: The principle of reciprocity involves mutual exchange and the expectation 

that goodwill and support given will be returned in the future. This reciprocal nature of 

social capital fosters a sense of obligation and collective responsibility. 

 Norms: Shared norms and values within a community help to regulate behavior and 

promote social cohesion. These norms encourage cooperation and collective action 

towards common goals. 

Application of the theory to the study 

In Yakurr Local Government Area, understanding and leveraging social capital can 

significantly enhance the effectiveness of government poverty reduction policies and 

community development programme. For instance, programmes that build on existing social 

networks and trust relationships are more likely to gain community support and active 

participation (Omang, & Ofem, 2020). Additionally, fostering an environment of reciprocity 

and shared norms can encourage collective action and ensure the sustainability of development 

initiatives. 

Community development theory 

Community development theory encompasses a range of ideas and practices aimed at 

improving the social, economic, and environmental well-being of communities. It emphasizes 

the importance of community participation, empowerment, and sustainable development. The 

theory provides a framework for understanding how communities can work collectively to 

address common issues and improve their quality of life which includes: 

 Participation: Active involvement of community members in the development process 

is fundamental. This includes identifying needs, planning, decision-making, and 

implementation of projects. Participation ensures that development initiatives are 

relevant and tailored to the specific needs of the community. 

 Empowerment: Empowerment involves increasing the capacity of individuals and 

groups to make choices and transform those choices into desired actions and outcomes. 

It is about giving people the skills, confidence, and resources they need to take control 

of their development. 

 Sustainability: Sustainable development meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It focuses on 

long-term solutions that are environmentally sound, economically viable, and socially 

inclusive. 

 Social Capital: Strong social networks, relationships, and trust within a community 

enhance cooperation and collective action. Social capital is crucial for mobilizing 

resources, sharing information, and achieving common goals. 

 Capacity Building: Developing the abilities, skills, and expertise of individuals and 

organizations within the community is essential. Capacity building strengthens the 

community’s ability to manage development projects and respond to challenges. 

 Inclusivity: Ensuring that all community members, especially marginalized groups, 

have a voice in the development process is critical. Inclusivity promotes equity and 

ensures that the benefits of development are shared broadly. 

Application of the theory to the study 
Applying community development theory in Yakurr Local Government Area involves 

several steps: 
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 Needs Assessment: Conducting surveys and focus group discussions to identify the 

specific needs and priorities of the community. 

 Engagement and Participation: Encouraging community members to actively 

participate in planning and decision-making processes. This could involve forming 

local committees or holding public forums. 

 Capacity Building: Offering training programme to enhance skills and knowledge in 

areas such as project management, leadership, and financial literacy. 

 Partnerships: Establishing partnerships with governmental bodies, NGOs, and private 

entities to leverage additional resources and expertise. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Implementing systems to monitor the progress of 

development initiatives and evaluate their impact. This ensures accountability and 

allows for adjustments as needed. 

Methodology 

This research employs a mixed-methods approach to gather both quantitative and 

qualitative data. Surveys were distributed to a random sample of 500 individuals across Yakurr 

Local Government Area, ensuring demographic representation. The survey included questions 

on awareness, perception, and participation in government poverty reduction policies and 

community development programme. Additionally, five focus group discussions were 

conducted to gain deeper insights into the attitudes and experiences of participants. 

Procedure for data collection 

Semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs) are employed to gather 

rich, in-depth data. Individual interviews are conducted with each participant exploring 

personal experiences regarding government poverty reduction policies and participation in 

community development programmes. 

Survey Questionnaire 

Are you aware of any government poverty reduction policies? (Yes/No) 

Do you believe these policies are effective in reducing poverty? (Yes/No/Unsure) 

Have you participated in any community development programme? (Yes/No) 

What factors influence your decision to participate in these programme? (Multiple choice) 

Focus Group Discussion Guide 

What are your views on the current government policies aimed at reducing poverty? 

How do you perceive the implementation and transparency of these policies? 

Have you been involved in any community development activities? If so, what was your 

experience? 

What improvements would you suggest for these programme to encourage more participation? 

Interpretation 

The questionnaire was designed to gather quantitative data on the following aspects: 

awareness of government poverty reduction policies and community development programme, 

perception of these policies and programme, level of participation in community development 



Ofem and Ubi  Evaluating public perception of government poverty reduction 
initiatives 

Multi-Disciplinary Journal of Research and Development Perspectives  -159-   Volume 12, Number 1, June 2024 

initiatives, and factors influencing perception and participation. Here is a brief interpretation 

of the main sections of the questionnaire: 

 Awareness of Government Policies and Programmes: 

o Objective: To determine how many respondents are aware of government 

efforts in poverty reduction and community development. 

o Interpretation: High awareness levels indicate effective dissemination of 

information, while low awareness suggests the need for better communication 

strategies. 

 Perception of Effectiveness and Transparency: 

o Objective: To gauge how respondents perceive the effectiveness and 

transparency of government policies and programmes. 

o Interpretation: Positive perceptions may correlate with higher trust and 

participation, whereas negative perceptions could highlight issues in policy 

implementation and transparency. 

The FGDs were conducted to provide qualitative insights into the attitudes, 

experiences, and suggestions of community members regarding government poverty reduction 

policies and community development programme. Here is a brief interpretation of the main 

themes explored in the FGDs: 

 Views on government policies: 

o Objective: To understand participants' overall views on the effectiveness, 

transparency, and relevance of government poverty reduction policies. 

o Interpretation: Positive views may suggest satisfaction with current policies, 

while negative views could indicate areas needing improvement or reform. 

 Experiences with community development programme: 

o Objective: To capture participants' personal experiences and stories related to 

their involvement in community development initiatives. 

o Interpretation: Positive experiences can highlight best practices and successful 

programme, while negative experiences can reveal challenges and barriers to 

effective participation. 

Results 

Public perception of government policies 

Survey results indicate that 58% of respondents are aware of government poverty 

reduction policies, but only 33% believe these policies are effective. Major concerns include 

lack of transparency, corruption, and inadequate implementation. Respondents from urban 

areas within Yakurr Local Government Area, Cross River State were more critical of these 

policies compared to those from rural areas. 

Participation in community development programme 

Participation in community development programme was found to be relatively low, 

with only 28% of respondents actively engaged. Participation in programme is influenced by 

several factors, including: 
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 Awareness of Programme (55%): This indicates that the majority of people who 

participate do so because they are aware of the programme. This suggests that effective 

communication and outreach are crucial in ensuring high participation rates. 

 Perceived Effectiveness (40%): A significant portion of participants are motivated by 

their belief in the effectiveness of the programme. This highlights the importance of 

demonstrating and communicating the positive outcomes and benefits of the 

programme to potential participants. 

 Trust in Government (30%): Trust in the institutions running the programme plays a 

notable role. When people trust the government or the organization behind the 

programme, they are more likely to participate. Building and maintaining trust through 

transparency, accountability, and positive past experiences is essential for encouraging 

participation. 

Discussion 

The findings suggest a significant gap between policy formulation and public 

perception, which affects the overall effectiveness of poverty reduction efforts in Yakurr Local 

Government Area. The low participation rates in community development programme 

highlight the need for increased awareness and better communication from government 

agencies. Building trust through transparency and demonstrating the impact of these 

programmes can enhance public engagement. 

Conclusion 

Public perception and participation are critical to the success of government poverty 

reduction policies and community development programmes in Yakurr Local Government 

Area. Addressing concerns regarding transparency, effectiveness, and communication can 

foster greater public trust and engagement, ultimately leading to more successful poverty 

alleviation efforts. Future research should focus on longitudinal studies to assess the long-term 

impact of these policies and programmes on poverty reduction in the Local Government Area. 

Recommendations 

 Increase Transparency: Governments should enhance transparency in the 

implementation of poverty reduction policies to build public trust. 

 Enhance Communication: Effective communication strategies should be employed to 

raise awareness about community development programme and their benefits. 

 Promote Inclusive Participation: Efforts should be made to include diverse 

community members in the planning and execution of development initiatives to ensure 

they meet local needs. 

 Monitor and Evaluate: Regular monitoring and evaluation of poverty reduction 

programmes can help identify issues and make necessary adjustments to improve 

outcomes. 
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